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Brenda Kato :: Interaction Design
brendakato.com / brendakato@yahoo.com / 646-353-5626

	OBJECTIVE:
	
	


Leverage my creative skills & experience to develop effective user interfaces and experiences that follow user centered design principles.
	PROFILE:
	
	


Most of my experience is working in-house corporate marketing departments or IT, video production companies, and military contractors. My diverse background with corporate business practices, web and networking technologies help me understand any company’s needs. I establish and maintain excellent relationships with all levels of the organizational structure, working closely with c-level, directors, business analyst, marketing, IT, sales, contractors and agencies. I manage projects from concept to completion, meet quick turn-around times while maintaining quality, maintain departmental workflow and have strong decision-making skills. I face each new challenge with my creative talent and experience and welcome the opportunity to learn new skills. I have used all media outlets (print, broadcast, collateral, web, press releases, direct mail, outdoor, trade shows, events) to develop successful marketing/advertising campaigns. I excel in a professional team environment that nurtures creativity, fosters collaborative inspiration, encourages excellence and promotes growth.

	EDUCATION:
	SKILLS

	B.F.A. in Illustration - May 1994

Ringling School of Art and Design, Sarasota, FL

Illustration Certificate - May 1991

Ringling School of Art and Design, Sarasota, FL

Graphic Design - Aug. 1987-1989

Savannah College of Art & Design, Savannah, GA

Commercial Art Certificate - June 1987

Academy of Technology, Jacksonville, FL

Diploma - June 1987

Robert E. Lee Senior High School, Jacksonville, FL


	Adobe Creative Suite CS3: In Design / PhotoShop / Illustrator / Acrobat / Image Ready 

Adobe Video Production Studio: After Effects, Premier, Encore, Audition, 3D Studio Max, Swift 3D, iDVD, Garage Band, iMovie

HTML, DHTML, CSS, XML, JavaScript, KickApps, Wordpress, Text Wrangler, Cyber Duck, Browsercam, Constant Contact, Sharepoint Designer, Firefox Developer tools, TextWrangler, Cyberduck, Wix, Slideshow Pro, Macromedia MX Studio: Dreamweaver, Flash, Action Script 2.0, Contribute, Google Analytics, Ad Sense, Ad Words, Web Trends, PayPal, Joomla CMS, Bugzilla, Wiki, Pinnacle Cart, Zen Cart, MS Excel, MS Word, MS Power Point



	EXPERIENCE:
	
	


Web Projects Manager / Interaction Design at Newtek Business Services

(Public Company; 201-500 employees; NEWT; Design industry)

2007 – Present

• Use custom CMS to manage 250+ co-branded portals

• Managed three web designers and two developers

• Dreamweaver, HTML, DHTML, CSS, Flash, Text Wragler, Cyberduck etc.

• Front-end programming and design knowledge

• Extensive knowledge of Web Standards

• Understanding of User Interface design and the principles of good usability

• Demonstrated creative excellence in solving layout and technical challenges

• A working knowledge of the principles with content management systems (“CMS”)

• Accountable for deliverables and overall quality and design consistency

• Project Manage using a ticket system and Excel, bug tracking with Bugzilla

• Ability to work well independently as well as part of a team

• Ability to effectively communicate, both verbally and in writing, with team members, as well as management and employees at all levels within the organization

• Keep estimates, documentation, and timekeeping up to date

• Accurately provide work estimates and deliver projects on schedule

• Art Direction for print collateral

• Assist with proposals and presentations

• Assist with Search Engine Marketing

Freelance Interaction Design - Web at Pro Design Labs Inc.

(Partnership; 1-10 employees; Marketing and Advertising industry)

March 2004 – August 2008 (4 years 6 months)

• Design and PM for all marketing collateral for a small marketing firm

• Art Direction and graphic design for print collateral

• User Interface design and flash animation for interactive media

• Meet with clients to access marketing needs

• Assist with proposals and presentations

• Dreamweaver, HTML, DHTML, CSS, e-commerce

Art Director at SkyeTec Environmental Services

(Privately Held; 51-200 employees; Environmental Services industry)

November 2004 – May 2007 (2 years 7 months)

• Design all marketing collateral for a mid-size indoor environmental company

• User Interface design, flash animation, graphics and content management for web

• Manage corporate website, sister sites, landing pages, and banner ads

• Assist SEO, PPC, lead generation and affiliate marketing projects

• Print collateral design: corporate ID, sales brochures, newsletters, and postcards

• Assist all corporate presentations, Power Point, video and audio production

• Manage the creation of design artifacts such as creative briefs and mock-ups

• Maintain consistency of creative elements

• Accountable for deliverables and overall quality and design consistency

• Support outsourced production teams in their work processes

• Contribute to the standardization and streamlining of creative team processes

• Meet with Marketing, PR, Sales, IT, Vendors to access business needs

• Selection of Trade Show booth system and design of booth graphics

• Dreamweaver, HTML, DHTML, CSS, Flash
Art Director at Emergency Debt Relief

(Privately Held; 51-200 employees; Financial Services industry)

June 2003 – March 2004 (10 months)

• Design all marketing collateral for a mid-size indoor environmental company

• User Interface Design, flash animation, graphics and content management for website

• Manage corporate website, sister sites, landing pages, and banner ads

• Assist SEO, PPC, lead generation and affiliate marketing projects

• Print collateral design: corporate identity, sales brochures, newsletters, and postcards

• Assist all corporate Power Point presentations, video production, and audio production

• Dreamweaver, HTML, DHTML, CSS, Flash

Senior Graphic Specialist at Logistic Services International

(Privately Held; 201-500 employees; Defense & Space industry)

September 2001 – September 2002 (1 year 1 month)

• User Interface Design for USA NAVY interactive courseware

• Production of 3D animation, and Flash ActionScript

• Lead Project Artist: Manage multiple designers on project

• Responsible for training designers on project

• Manage multiple projects with strict deadlines

• Disseminate information and delegated responsibilities for contract projects

Art Director at Digital Chemistry

(Sole Proprietorship; Myself Only; Marketing and Advertising industry)

March 2000 – September 2001 (1 year 7 months)

• Design and coordinate the production of storyboards, graphics, 3D animation, and user interfaces for interactive projects

• User Interface Design and content management for company's website

• Manage project contractors/designers

• Responsible for recruiting, interviewing, hiring, and placement of contractors

• Responsible for contract negotiations for sales and service

• Disseminate information and delegated responsibilities for contract projects

Art Director at Wizard Studios

(Privately Held; 51-200 employees; Events Services industry)

March 1999 – March 2000 (1 year 1 month)

• Design of all marketing materials for large themed event company

• Create multimedia presentations for our client’s corporate events

• Prepare visualizations for clients with storyboards and illustrations of props and decor

• Part of the Wizard creative team responsible for conception of themed event

• Provide marketing support for all Wizard subsidiary companies

• Convert client's logos to vector for custom gobos

• Art Direction for fabrication & painting of props, tradeshow booths, hard sets and décor

Art Director at Paxson Communications

(Public Company; 501-1000 employees; PAX; Broadcast Media industry)

October 1997 – October 1998 (1 year 1 month)

• PaxNet's first live Talk Show, Live Link

• Design of TV show identity: logo, open, bumpers and interior elements

• Design of nightly show graphics

• Managed two production artists and one editor

• Responsible for training designers on project

• Manage multiple projects with strict deadlines

• Disseminate information and delegated responsibilities for creative team

Animator at JHT Multimedia

(Public Company; 201-500 employees; Media Production industry)

1994 – September 1997 (3 years)

• Develop USA Military interactive courseware and corporate clients

• Art Direction, graphic design and storyboards for video production

• Design graphics, 3D animation, 2D vector animation

• User Interface Design for interactive products

• Lead Project Artist: Manage multiple designers on project

• Responsible for training designers on project

• Manage multiple projects with strict deadlines

• Disseminate information and delegated responsibilities for contract projects

Animator at Logistic Services International

(Privately Held; 201-500 employees; Defense & Space industry)

December 1992 – December 1994 (2 years 1 month)

• Design graphics, 3D animation, 2D vector animation

• User Interface Design for interactive products

• Develop interactive courseware for USA NAVY

• Lead Project Artist: Manage multiple designers in-house and contract

• Responsible for training designers on project

• Manage multiple projects with strict deadlines

	RECOMENDATIONS:
	
	


“Brenda has worked for Pro Design Labs for the past 4 years as Art Director. She is "spot-on" when it comes to visual interpretation of the client's vision. Her knowledge of web design, graphic design and art has been invaluable as the head of creative services for Pro Design Labs to exceed client expectations. If you need a new website, re-launch a tired website, or need stellar creative ideas for your next ad campaign, call Pro Design Labs and have Brenda lead your project. You'll be glad you did.” April 14, 2008

- Jeff Nykerk, President & Chief Marketing Officer, Pro Design Labs, Inc.

Managed Brenda at Pro Design Labs

“Brenda is an extremely talented graphic artist and really knows her stuff. The EDR website owed its great looks to her. Even though her marketing responsibilities took all her time and more, she was always willing to go the extra mile to take on a special project when we needed her most.” August 25, 2007

- Edward Tischofer, PMP, Vice President, IT, Emergency Debt Relief

Managed Brenda indirectly at Emergency Debt Relief

“Brenda is a very experienced and talented Art-Direct. As the IT manager at Emergency Debt Relief I worked with Brenda on many projects including web site design, internal applications, marketing material and others. Brenda has a unique ability to design and create a finished product on time, on target and exceeding expectations. I would not hesitate to recommend or work with her again.” July 21, 2007

- John Harrison, IT Manager, Emergency Debt Relief

Worked with Brenda at Emergency Debt Relief

“Brenda is an exceptional graphic artist with a strong work ethic. Her work was always completed on time and of high quality. She has the ability to multitask and learn very quickly. Brenda would be an asset to any team.” April 29, 2008

- Mike Canerossi, Instructional Designer, JHT Multimedia

Managed Brenda at JHT Multimedia

“Brenda Kato worked as a lead Animator at JHT Multimedia (now known as JHT Inc.). I worked with Brenda in both the Computer Based Training projects for the Military and also in the Video Production Department. Her creative talents are outstanding as she graduated from a top Art College and has an extensive software skill set. Her style of work and attention to detail gave me insight in my own projects. Brenda is a wonderful person to work with and I wouldn't hesitate to work with her again in the future.” January 29, 2008

- Victor Beitleman, Owner, VIPERFX LLC

Worked directly with Brenda at JHT Multimedia

“Brenda expresses creativity in everything she does. She is the social lubricant that pulls teams of creative people together. A great collaborator, learner, teacher and designer, she is a pleasure to work with.” June 21, 2007

- Gretchen Denton, 3D Animator, Level 3, Logistic Services International, Inc

Worked directly with Brenda at Logistic Services International

“Brenda is an excellent designer. I look forward to having projects to turn over to her just to see the incredible designs she comes up with. She always nails it the first time. If you are looking for a Graphic/Web Designer, you couldn't find anyone better than Brenda Kato.” July 23, 2007 Top qualities: Great Results, On Time, and Creative

- Nikki Jackson hired Brenda as a Graphic/Web Designer in 2007, more than once

“Brenda is so much more than a graphic designer. She is very creative...she comes up with the best ideas. Her most recent was her re-design of our 'Got Skills?' Rookie Day logo. She has a great personality, works well with clients and gets the job done on time. I would recommend her to anyone looking for outstanding results...from conception to design!” July 20, 2007 Top qualities: Great Results, Expert, and Creative

- Rhonda Shields hired Brenda as a Graphic/Web Designer in 2005, more than once

“Brenda and I worked together at LSI and have kept in touch for the past several years. Brenda is one of the most creative people I know. I admire her painting, style, attitude and professionalism.” June 25, 2007

- Linda Bigbee, Graphics Division Manager, Logistic Services International, Inc Worked directly with Brenda at Logistic Services International, Inc

“Brenda Kato is highly accomplished in graphic design, as well as the fine arts. Her expertise ranges from interactive and broadcast design to concept and production in high end marketing print materials. I highly recommend her capabilities to manage any project from start to finish.” June 22, 2007

- Natalie Mades, Graphic Designer, JHT Multimedia 
Worked directly with Brenda at JHT Multimedia
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